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He was barefooted, dressed in a long dlkhdlld and wearing a gerntd turban. The great multitude catching sight of him cried out the name of Ramakrishna and Vivekananda repeatedly. Vast crowds eager to see him and to take the dust of his feet thronged about him and followed him wherever he went. At times it was impossible for him to move. After a while he repaired to the Temple of the Mother, followed by great numbers; there before the Image he prostrated himself, bowing his head to the ground in fervent adoration, and thousands that had swarmed about him did likewise. The scene was inspiring. Emerging from the temple, the Swami next visited the shrine of Sri Radha-kantaji, and then entered into Sri Ramakrishna's room, which was full of devotees. Scores of Sankirtana parties were everywhere singing and dancing in the name of the Lord. Triumphant shouts of 'Jaya Ramakrishna" echoed and reechoed from thousands of throats from one corner of the vast temple-garden to the other. It seemed as if a huge religious wave swayed the hearts of one and all in that great gathering. As though on a pilgrimage, the Swami visited with great reverence each and every object of religious interest. In company with his European disciples, who had just then come, he walked on towards the memorable Panchavati Tree, the meditation-seat and place of Illumination of the Panuviahamsa Deva,. reading a hymn to Sri Ramakrishna in Sanskrit, handed to him by the composer, whom he encouraged with his sweet words.
Around the Panchavati. there were scores of devotees of the Great MasteV, but among them all, the Swami singled out. Girish Chandra Ghosh, whom he was wont to address as "GhoshjA." The two exchanged greetings, and then the Swami commented to his friend upon the present occasion contrasting it with the former days when only a few people attacted b)' the unique life of the Divine Master joined in his birthday festival, by remarking, "Well, GhoshjH, what a difference between those days and these !" "I know that, but still rises the desire to see more", replied the great